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ship to a company of privateers, which had come overland,
under the command of a certain Captain Peter Harris,
from the Atlantic side of the Isthmus of Darien. Swan
having agreed to join company with Davis and play the
pirate, it was necessary to make room for these additional
men. Consequently the fine London cargo was had up
on deck, and as much as possible was sold on trust to
Dampier and his companions, as well as to the men on
board the Cygnet. "The rest was thrown overboard into
the sea, except fine goods, as silks, muslins, stockings,
&c., and except the iron, which was saved for ballast."
The succeeding weeks were passed in petty piracies, in
the course of which the Batchelor's Delight visited several
coast towns of northern Peru. Here Dampier noted that
the houses were built of very large mud bricks com-
pounded of earth and straw, kneaded together, 2 feet broad
and i \ feet thick. These bricks were never burnt with
fire, but left for a long time to dry in the sun, because in
this region it very seldom rained* For this reason the
houses were seldom roofed, but had poles laid across the
walls from side to side, which were covered with mats.
All the timber used in the construction of houses in Peru
had to be brought from Guayaquil (Ecuador), because the
coast lands of Peru were rainless and without any timber.
The walls of churches and houses were whitened with
lime, the doors and posts were very large and adorned
with carved work, and the inside of the houses was hung
round with rich embroidered, painted cloths, while every
house or church of any pretensions had pictures on the
walls brought thither from Spain.

Dampier was much struck when visiting northern Peru
with the temarkable seafaring rafts (balsas or "bark logs")
on which the Amerindian fishermen went out to sea. These